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The Lord’s Victory is Our Victory by Pat Serotkin, OFS

As I write this reflection it is Holy Week. Our time of fasting and penance is nearly gone, giving way to Easter
feasting and celebration. But at this moment I sense the whole world holding its breath, awaiting the mysteries
of the Triduum – our recollection of the events that changed human history and lives – forever. During the
days of the Triduum we put aside our normal routines and day-to-day activities to take time to reflect on the
death and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
The death and resurrection of the Lord changed everything. This is central to our faith. Christ’s victory over
death opened the door to eternal life – a life of unity with God. Thus, Christ’s victory is our victory, too. Earlier this week I read Bishop Mark Bartchak’s Easter message, in which he reflected upon the recent loss of his
mother, connecting his and our losses of loved ones to the Paschal mystery. Here are some of his thoughts:
Shortly after the funeral of my mother in late February, I received the following request: “I’m not sure if
you feel you’re ready to write about this yet, but as someone who has just experienced personal loss,
perhaps you can speak about how Easter assures all of us — but especially you this year — that Christ’s
victory is a victory for all of us ...”
The first thing that came to mind when I read this request are the familiar words of an
acclamation which we make immediately after the consecration at Mass: “We proclaim
your death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection, until you come again.” In the
Roman Missal this acclamation is referred to as the great Mystery of Faith. It’s important to note that these are not just words of faith. They are also words of love and
hope.
However, it’s important for us to admit there is no point in talking about the Resurrection
without stating the obvious. The Lord Jesus Christ suffered and died on the cross. In his humanity, our
Lord experienced the most dreaded human experience: death.
The impact of the loss of a loved one is often felt in a profound way when the final prayers are said at the
cemetery. At that moment we often feel an emptiness and we find it hard to make sense of death and
what it means.
The empty tomb discovered by Mary Magdalene and the other disciples was not a proof of the Resurrection, but a fact whose meaning needed to be discovered. They were as bewildered and grief-stricken as
anyone who has lost a loved one. The meaning of the empty tomb did not become clear until the disciples experienced the risen Lord in person. They did; they really did see him. But for some, that didn’t
come easy. Just ask the apostle Thomas who did not believe until he touched the wounds in the hands
and side of Christ.
How hard is it for us to believe? In this day and age there are many distractions; life is complicated.

VOLUME 21, ISSUE 2
Page 3
Christians are persecuted and maligned all around the world, even in our own country, where freedom of religion
is guaranteed in our Bill of Rights. It sometimes is hard to remember that WE ARE THE VICTORS – won by the sufferings of Christ. It is sometimes hard for us to remember that all that Jesus did, he did for us – for our sake. I am
reminded of a 1991 song by Bryan Adams titled Everything I Do. Just imagine Jesus singing these words to you:
Look into my eyes
You will see
What you mean to me
Search your heart
Search your soul
And when you find me there,
you'll search no more …
Don't tell me it's not worth tryin' for
You can't tell me it's not worth dyin' for
You know it's true
Everything I do
I do it for you …
Look into your heart
You will find
There's nothin' there to hide
Take me as I am
Take my life
I would give it all, I would sacrifice …

Don't tell me it's not worth fightin' for
I can't help it, there's nothin' I want more
You know it's true
Everything I do
I do it for you …
There's no love
Like your love
And no other
Could give more love
There's nowhere
Unless you're there
All the time
All the way, yeah’…
Look into your heart
You can't tell me it ain't worth dying for
Oh yeah
I'll be there, yeah
I'll walk the wire for you
I will die for you
Oh yeah
I would die for you …

What does Jesus ask of us in return for His sacrifice? He asks only three things – for our faithfulness, for our love,
and for us to be people of hope. And how do we respond? At Easter we renew our Baptismal promises. We reaffirm:
That we reject Satan, and all his works, and all his empty promises.
That we believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
That we believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died,
and was buried, rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father.
That we believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.
This is our faith! Because of Christ’s victory over death, we are victorious! So, let us act as victors. Let us bring
the light of Christ’s victory, our Easter joy - to the world. Let us bring hope to the hopeless. Let us love God and
love one another. And let us always …

… Proclaim your death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection,
until you come again.
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Letter from National Minister by Jan Parker, OFS
Br. Alexander and I just returned last Monday from a trip to visit our brothers
and sisters in Hawaii and Guam. It was pretty incredible to travel halfway
around the world! Stopping in Hawaii on the way to Guam was a plus -- we
were able to visit with some of the Regional Executive Council members of
Ohana O Ke Anunue Region -- (what a beautiful welcome, and generous hospitality, and so great to be with them!) -- and this stop also helped us adjust to
the time change as we traveled on to Guam.
After four wonderful and full days on the beautiful island of Guam, we traveled straight home. For me it was 16 hours in the air, with just 2 layovers of 2
hours each. What was most strange was traveling back in time! This journey
truly helped me appreciate the sacrifice the Violet, Vincent and Ben have
made the past five years that they have traveled to our NAFRA Chapter. The
brothers and sisters of the emerging St. Padre Pio Fraternity in Guam are
amazing and inspiring ... and what hospitality! I am thankful for the love, joy
and providence we experienced each day of this journey, and all along the
way.

New OFS-USA Logo

Let us continue to pray for each other, especially for those who have recently asked for our prayers, and let us
also thank God for our wonderful National Family!
P.S. The next issue of the TAU-USA should be out before the end of April.

HOW WE JOURNEY IS HOW WE ARRIVE by Father Christopher, T.O.R.
An Easter Message: God so loved the world, and so must we.
In several passages of Pope Francis’ eco-cyclical, “Laudato Si,” we learned of the interconnectedness of all creation: “…all of us are linked by unseen bonds and together form a kind of universal family, a sublime
community which fills us with a sacred, affectionate and humble respect” (89) and “everything is interconnected, and
this invites us to develop a spirituality of that global solidarity which flows from the mystery of the Trinity” (240).
John Duns Scotus teaches that the divine mystery can be experienced within the created order of being.
It’s the move from the purely metaphysical to the revealed relationship of covenant and Incarnation contained
within a single, intentional divine act of love, namely, the Incarnation. Christ is the center of creation. All creation points to Him.
This ordering of all things toward Christ is clear in St Francis’ Admonition V: “Consider, O human being, in
what great excellence the Lord God has placed you, for He created you and formed you to the image of His beloved Son according to the body, and to His likeness according to the Spirit.” Francis seems to have intuited that
before humans were created Christ was intended, for we are made in the image of Christ. Christ is the pattern,
the intentional blueprint for the created. The Incarnation sets the stage for all that God does. The humanity
of Jesus is the point of God’s creating everything.

Continue to page 5

VOLUME 21, ISSUE 2
Continued from page 4

Page 5

From the life of Francis we affirm the overflowing goodness of the triune God as
the source of creation. Creation flows out of the heart of an infinitely loving Creator. Our
Franciscan tradition emphasizes that creation is made for Christ, and not Christ for creation. It is Christ Jesus who opens our eyes to the goodness of creation. Through greater
attention to the details of nature, Francis came to realize that everything bears enormous dignity because of its relationship to Christ, and he related to each and everything as singularly loved by God.
Francis perceived the overflowing goodness of God in the beautiful things of creation, and he realized
that this goodness, the source of his own life, is the same source of everything that exists. Through poverty, humility, and compassionate love, Francis came to dwell in the world as in a cloister, for he came to realize
that the world is the cloister of God.
God’s love is the basis of everything that exists, and creation is the cloister
where we encounter the God of compassionate love. The unity of love depends on
each human person who is created to love in a unique and personal way. It is in
the diversity of creation, bound in a unity of love, that God’s glory is manifest.
Christ is the center of the universe and the One through whom our passage to God
takes place. When we humans realize that all of creation is on the journey to
God, then will the universe attain peace and unity in love. Then will it become
the fullness of Christ in whom God will be all in all.
To the point:


let us realize our interconnectedness to creation, calling others to an active
stance as “brother” and “sister” to all created things;



let us be aware of the intrinsic value of everything that exists, calling attention to the details of creation, gazing contemplatively on nature;



let us realize that our sinful actions are at the root of our ecological crisis, thus or need for ongoing conversion and penance, acknowledging our brokenness;



let us believe that the inherent goodness of creation and the dignity of each created thing should point to a
stance on environmental justice. Justice is about right and loving relationships, to oppose or change relationships that exploit the poor or cause environmental hazards to the poor;



let us realize that as Christ is the center and goal of the universe, we Franciscans are to have an awareness
that our actions can help move creation towards the fulfillment in Christ, or they can thwart this goal. What
we do matters. The world will not be destroyed. It will be brought to the conclusion that God intends for it
from the beginning. And that beginning is intertwined with the mystery of the Incarnate Word and the glorified Christ. With Christ, all comes together in unity and coherence. All is finally brought to its destiny with
God.
The life of Francis shows us that only Christ can lead us to the truth of who we are in relation to God, the truth that all creation is on a journey to God. As pilgrims and strangers in
the world, we are called to be in solidarity with every aspect of creation, realizing that
creation is incomplete and yearns for its completion in God. As Franciscans, we are heirs
to a rich theological tradition that can provide a framework for incorporating environmental sensitivity into religious practice and activity. Let us be a resource for the Church, for
we are capable of embodying Francis’ passionate love of creation in what we say and do.
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“The Pilgrimage Way of the Cross”
A Reflection by Kathy Barton, OFS
This Lent I decided to read “The Pilgrimage Way of the Cross” by Edward
Hays. I've had this book for quite some time and I'm sure I have read it before. But
reading it now again has allowed me to see things in a different light. Isn't it funny
how we grow spiritually, and our lives change. That book means so much more to me
now than it ever did before. It has really made an impact on my life. So, I wanted to
share some of the highlights of those many pages that I “dog-eared”.
In 1971, the author had the privilege of spending two months as a pilgrim to
the Holy Land. His book depicts the sights and sacred places he encountered on his
journey. He presents us with a sacred “soul pilgrimage” as we carry our own personal cross prayerfully following our
cross-burdened Savior.
“In one of the many meditations, he talks about the Upper Room and the Last Supper and what a sacred place it
was. He compares it to every family table in the world where love is poured out in preparing and sharing a meal in
“Upper Room Shrine”. Every table in any cafe or restaurant where friends gather in love is an “Upper Room Shrine”.
Every place where love is poured out in caring for the sick or assisting the oppressed and the needy is an “Upper
Room Shrine”.
“A mock crown of twisted gray branches with piercing thorns was jammed upon Jesus' head. He was mockingly crowned their Prisoner, who was the Pardoner of the guilt of others. It was intended to be a sign of his defeat and not
his victory. As you sit in silent prayer, weave your own wreath of thorns out of your troubled thoughts, painful memories and fearful anxieties about the future – a crown you can invisibly wear as a companion to the cross that we all carry.”
“Simon Peter's courtroom was the high priest's courtyard where he stood to testify that he was neither a friend
nor a disciple of Jesus. Fearing for his life, Peter lied and gave false testimony – as did the other witnesses against Jesus
inside the house. Then as a rooster crowed, Peter remembered the prophecy of Jesus about his cowardly betrayal and
fled the courtyard sobbing in grief. Peter's courtyard trial is typical of the human courts where you and I are called to
give testimony regarding our relationship with Jesus and his teachings. While we may not verbally deny him or his
way of life, we often choose an even more cowardly position – silence.”
“To walk the Way of the Cross is not to engage in pious pretending, to step back in history and reenact a passion play. Authentically walking the Way of the Cross is not playacting; it is the daily performance of your disciple's
duty. The Way of the Cross is the saving road that leads up from the Jordan baptism to the dead end on Calvary, which
then surprisingly breaks open onto the Alleluia Avenue of Easter.”
“Finding the tomb of the dead Jesus to be empty was a double discovery. The first was that his body had been
stolen, just as the women had feared, but that the thief was his beloved God! The second discovery was that the empty
tomb was full, saturated with the Promise Fulfiller. God had promised Jesus that if he would be faithful in life – and in
death – he would be raised up from the dead. The empty tomb of Jesus became the new Holy of Holies, where the
presence of God – one of whose names is Promise Fulfiller – dwells invisibly. In the same way, the grave or tomb of
every faithful disciple of Jesus is also empty and yet filled with the Promise Fulfiller. For that promise says that if we
share in Christ's death, we shall also share in his resurrection.”
“As the Risen Jesus was about to be taken up into God, his voice carried outward beyond the eleven disciples
gathered on the hillside to reach his disciples of every age:
“Go forth carrying your new wine skins, intoxicated on the new wine of God' rich vintage.”
“Go forth from here in all directions across the world as grapevine branches of me, the Divine Vine. Each of
your global branches is pulsing with my abundant life. Go and bear abundant fruit in whatever place you find yourselves. Do not be anxious or fearful when your grand church buildings finally crumble into dust, your religious orders
and pious organizations rise and then fall, for it is YOU, and not the structures, who are to bear fruit that will endure.
Strive to change the hearts of others by first changing your own heart.”
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Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation by Carol Dubeansky, OFS

From the Rule Article 17:
In their family they should cultivate the Franciscan Spirit of
peace, fidelity, and RESPECT
FOR LIFE, striving to make of it a
sign of a world already renewed
in Christ. By living the grace of
matrimony, husbands and wives
in particular should bear witness
in the world to the love of Christ
for his Church. Article 18:
Moreover they should respect
all creatures, animate and inanimate which “bear the imprint of
the Most High,” and they should
strive to move from the tempta-

tion of exploiting creation to the
Franciscan concept of universal
kinship.

in late September or early October. Let me know if you are interested.

In Archbishop Charles
Chaput, OFM Cap.’s address at the
Napa Institute, July 27, 2017 on
“What’s Next: Catholics, America
and a World Made New,” he spoke
of this being a knowledge economy with 24/7 news cycle; distinguishing between knowing and
understanding. He states that
“wisdom, not knowledge, is the
framework of a fully human life, the
architecture of interior peace.”
“This isn’t a time to retreat from the
world. We need to engage the
world and convert it. And in that
work, we have every reason to
trust in God and find in him our
hope.”

Something you can do
right now, if you haven’t already,
is to contact your Senators and
Representatives to express your
disapproval of the funding for
Planned Parenthood in the Funding Bill just passed. I would love
to hear from anyone who might
have any other ideas that we
might engage in, either individually or as a group. Email me at
cdubeanskyofs@gmail.com.

The next “40 Days for Life”
campaign in Pittsburgh, will go
from September 26th – November
4th. It would be a wonderful Franciscan Group activity. Maybe even
getting several groups throughout
Lady Poverty Region from the different Fraternities to take a shift
during the Fall campaign, maybe

Incidentally, I encourage
all of you to look up the address
that Archbishop Chaput gave. I
barely touched on all the great
information he gave. I found it on
CatholicPhilly.com.
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Formation Formation Formation:
Secular Franciscans and the gift of fraternity by Mary Nelson, OFS
Rule #5: Secular Franciscans should seek to encounter the
living and active person of Christ in their brothers and sisters, in Sacred Scripture, in the Church, and in liturgical
activity.
As Secular Franciscans, we are encouraged to undertake an
annual reading of a biography of Saint Francis or Saint Clare,
(or any one of the Franciscan saints.) And if you take any
biography of Saint Francis, you are entertained with sometimes fanciful stories of Saint Francis’ experience of living in
fraternity and his relationship with others.
Writing in Koinonia, in the international Conference
of General Spiritual Assistants, Fr Alfred Parabakathu, OFM
Conv, states: “But the Franciscan scholars of our time have
pointed out that the road of fraternal life that Francis had to
walk was not always carpeted with petals of roses. There
were moments of joy, serenity and agreement; as well as
moments of misunderstanding, sorrows and pain.”
Conflicts are part of life in common. Generally,
when we speak of fraternity, we immediately think of good
relations. However, the Bible shows us another side of the
fraternity: it is a place of tensions and sometimes fratricidal
struggles and conflicts, competition and even hatred, jealousy and betrayal: Cain and Abel, Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob
and Esau, Joseph and his brothers. ...even among the Apostles there were struggles for the first places.
That's why in a Christian fraternity, what makes a
difference is not the absence of tension and conflict but the
way they are handled; “Then Peter came to Jesus and asked,
«Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister
who sins against me? Up to seven times?». Jesus answered,
«I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times» (Mt
18,21-22). Conflicts managed in the evangelical spirit of
mercy and reconciliation transform our fraternities into credible witnesses of God's Kingdom on earth. In a world still
deeply wounded by divisions on the basis of nationality, language, race, tribe, caste, color, etc., a fraternity of people
coming from different groups is truly a prophetic sign of the
fact that God has reconciled all things in Christ.”
Another of our international Spiritual Assistants, Fr.
Francis Bongajum Dor, OFMCap.writes: “The absolute aim
of a Secular Franciscan is to imitate Francis, who made
Christ the inspiration and center of his life with God and people (Rule 4). So Christ becomes the center of our relations
with God and with man. The relationships with the brothers
and sisters assume primary place in the life of a secular Franciscan in encountering the person of Christ, and this order of
priority is not casual: ‘Secular Franciscans, therefore, should
seek to encounter the living and active person of Christ in
their brothers and sisters, in Sacred Scripture, in the

Church, and in liturgical activity’(Rule 5). So first and foremost, it is in the fraternal relationships that a secular Franciscan must encounter Christ. And all the more “the spirituality of the secular Franciscan is a plan of life centered on the
person and on the following of Christ…” (General Constitution 9.1). Unless they are able to see ‘all people as a gift of
the Lord and an image of Christ’ (Rule 13) the “Francis-ness”
will be lacking in them.”
The exhortation of Pope John Paul II to the participants of the General Chapter of the OFS in 1982 still retains
its power: “Love, study and live your Rule, because the values
in it are eminently evangelical. Live these values in fraternity
and live them in the world, in which, for the same secular
vocation, you are involved and rooted. Live these Gospel
values in your families, transmitting the faith by prayer, example and education and live the Gospel exigencies of mutual
love, fidelity and respect to life.” The words of Pope Benedict
XVI, pronounced on April 18th 2009 during the great Chapter
of Mats that was organized to commemorate the 800 years of
the birth of the Franciscan movement, are very significant:
“Go, and continue to ‘repair the house’ of the Lord Jesus
Christ, his Church…that of people and communities! Like
Francis, always begin with yourselves!”
Questions for reflection: (With thanks to Lester Bach, OFM
Cap.)
1. Contemplate your personal experience in discovering
Jesus in your fraternity brothers and sisters.
2. What qualities do Franciscans develop in order to open
the door to good conversations and dialogue?
3. Consider how you would find ways to dialogue with the
following people:
Traditionalists or Progressives.
People who agree/disagree with you, even among family members.
Immigrants.
People whose theology differs from yours.
Stubborn and arrogant people.

If you are looking for Franciscan biographies that were published more recently, I’d highly recommend:
Saint Francis of Assisi: Passion, Poverty, and the Man who
Transformed the Catholic Church, byBret Thoman, OFS.
TAN Books, 2016.
The Saint and the Sultan: The Crusades, Islam, and Francis of
Assisi’s Mission of Peace, by Paul Moses. Image, 2009.
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TAU Daily and Formation

2018 Schedule:

Kathleen White, OFS is the Regional Minister for Our Lady of Indiana
Region and produces TAU Daily an email resource for Formation and
general knowledge. She has laid out a monthly plan, shown at right,
plus a Franciscan Saint of the Day. These topics are important to
Franciscans everywhere which is why she makes the distribution
available nationally.

Jan

OFS Rule

Feb

Admonitions

Mar

OFS General Constitutions

Apr

OFS USA National Statutes

When you subscribe you will receive a daily email featuring, in rotation, the Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order, the Admonitions of St.
Francis, an article from the General Constitutions / National Statutes,
Little Flowers of St. Francis, Franciscan quote, and a Franciscan saint
of the day. (This is not a discussion list.)

May

Francis Quotes

Jun

OFS Rule – with questions

Jul

Admonitions – with questions

Aug

Clare Quotes

To subscribe, send a blank email to:

Sep

OFS General Constitutions

Oct

OFS USA National Statutes

Nov

Little Flowers

Dec

Little Flowers

TAU-Daily-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
If you feel the need to leave the list, there is an unsubscribe link at the
bottom of each email. You are welcome to subscribe again when the
time is right for you.

TAU USA National Publication
Do you read it? Why is it important for you to read?
Maybe you are not interested in what the National
Executive Council is doing, or you just don’t have
time. Here is a quiz for you, who is the International
Councilor? Who is the head of the Justice, Peace and
Integrity of Creation National Commission? What is
the back inside cover page? Can you receive it
electronically, if so how? Zinger question: What s
the name of the Lady Poverty Region Newsletter?
https://www.nafra-sfo.org/tau-usa/tau_newarticles.html

Calling All Secretaries
We have survived another Annual Report to NAFRA and must continue to update information as it changes. One of the good
things to come out of this updating is that now I can email this newsletter to everyone in the region who has email. Many of
the email addresses get shot back to me as “undeliverable” and I’ll be calling each of you over the next couple of weeks to
try to make sure we are reaching as many as possible. So please try to get your members email addresses for me and tell
them that La Pobrecita from rec-ofs@ladypovertyregion.org is not spam or junk email. Also, please go through your list of
“Inactive Members” and do a health and wellness check on all of them, and of course let me know if any of them want to receive the La Pobrecita in email.
We have 22 active fraternities in Lady Poverty Region with about 340 active members and at least 200 inactive members. I’ll
be breaking the email bank up so that I will be able to see who isn’t getting the email. When you receive the email version of
the La Pobrecita, please do not reply to that address, it is for sending out only. Continue to contact me directly with the
ramadama@windstream.net email.
God Bless You All For All That You Do!
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LADY POVERTY ANNUAL REGIONAL CHAPTER / NATIONAL VISITATION

CELEBRATING OUR TREASURE
Villa Maria Education & Spirituality Center
2067 Evergreen Road, Villa Maria, PA 16135
June 29-July 1, 2018
This year our Annual Regional Chapter will be focused on our triennial pastoral and fraternal visitation. We welcome representatives of the National Executive Council and Conference of National Spiritual Assistants.
Our fraternal visitor, Mary Stronach, OFS, has been a Secular Franciscan since 2003 and has served at
all levels. On the local and regional fraternity levels, she has been Formation Director and Commission
Chair. On the national level, she and her husband, Bob, have been Public Relations Chairpersons since
2003. Mary currently serves as International Councilor, and has also served as translator/interpreter
for the Presidency of the OFS in Rome, Italy. Mary is no stranger to our region. She conducted our
last fraternal visitation three years ago, and was a presenter at the 9th Summer Seminar for OFS in
July 2017 at Saint Francis University. Welcome back, Mary!
Our pastoral visitor, Br. Alexander Escalera, OFM Cap, is a Capuchin of the Western America Province. He
is a native Californian from a very religious family in the Bay Area. In the eighth grade at Catholic school,
he was voted “most likely to become a priest.” He earned a degree in Criminal Justice and intended to
become a probation or parole officer, but that changed when his older brother joined the Capuchin Franciscans. Visiting his brother at the Capuchin friaries felt as if he were coming home. Br. Alexander entered the Capuchins in 2000, and in the summer of 2008 made his solemn vows. Currently he resides at St.
Francis of Assisi Friary in Burlingame, CA, helps out at the VA Medical Center in Menlo Park, and serves as
a regional and national spiritual assistant for the OFS.
All Chapter attendees are encouraged to fully participate, beginning with Friday supper through lunch on Sunday. As usual,
ALL costs for Ministers OR their official Delegates, members of Regional Executive Council, and Provincial Spiritual Assistants are covered by the Region. Please note: Ministers must provide Official Delegates with a letter authorizing them to
vote on behalf of the fraternity, which is to be submitted with the Delegate’s registration form. All other fraternity members are invited to attend at their own expense. All those attending who are not Ministers or Delegates will be classified as
OBSERVERS. Local fraternities are encouraged to cover the costs for their Spiritual Assistant to attend. Please indicate your
status on the registration form (next page). ALL attendees MUST send in a registration form regardless of status. The tentative agenda for the weekend appears below.
Friday June 29
3:00-5:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
8:30 PM
Saturday June 30
7:30-9:00 AM
7:45 AM
8:00 AM
9:00 AM
12:00 PM

Arrivals & check-in
Dinner
Evening Prayer
Mass & adoration
Social

Arrivals & check-in
Morning Prayer
Breakfast
Welcome /meeting
Lunch

1:30 PM
4:00 PM
5:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
8:30 PM
Sunday, July 1
7:45 AM
8:00 AM
9:00 AM
11:00 AM

Ongoing formation
Eucharistic Liturgy
Dinner
Evening prayer
Visitor remarks/discussion
Social

Morning Prayer
Breakfast
Debriefing with visitors
Adjourn/lunch/departure
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LADY POVERTY ANNUAL REGIONAL CHAPTER/NATIONAL VISITATION
June 29-July 1, 2018
REGISTRATION FORM
NAME ____________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE ___________________________________

E-MAIL ________________________________________

FRATERNITY _______________________________________________________________________________
I am attending the Annual Chapter/Retreat as:

□ MINISTER*
□ SPIRITUAL ASSISTANT

□ DELEGATE*
□ OBSERVER

□ REGIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBER*
□ PROVINCIAL SPIRITUAL ASSISTANT*

NOTE: *Indicates costs for these attendees are covered by the Region. Please do not send a payment.
All other categories (Local S.A. and Observer) – payment is due, as below. Thank you!
Please register me as a:

□ RESIDENT (Option 1): Friday – Sunday: Room (2 NIGHTS) + 6 meals (2B, 2L, 2D)
Note: ALL rooms have private bathrooms.

□ Double - $115 / Rooming with: ________________________________________________
□ Single - $160
□ Accessible (Single) - $160
□ RESIDENT (Option 2): Saturday – Sunday: Room (1 NIGHT) + 5 meals (2B, 2L, 1D)
Note: ALL rooms have private bathrooms.

□ Double - $90 / Rooming with: ________________________________________________
□ Single - $110
□ Accessible (Single) - $110
□ COMMUTER (Option 3): Friday – Sunday: 6 meals (2B, 2L, 2D) - $60
□ COMMUTER (Option 4): Saturday – Sunday: 5 meals (2B, 2L, 1D) - $50
□ COMMUTER (Option 5): SATURDAY ONLY: 3 meals (B, L, D) - $30
Special needs:

□ Food allergy: _______________________ □ Other: ____________________________
Registration Deadline is June 9, 2018
Please make checks payable to Lady Poverty Region.
Send registration form and payment (if applicable) to:
Patricia Serotkin, OFS, Regional Minister
1072 North Center Street, Ebensburg, PA 15931
Questions? Call Pat at (814) 472-4415 or email pserotkin@francis.edu
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Visitation at Immaculate Heart of Mary

Front (l to r)—Pastoral Visitor Fr. Frank Yacobi, OFM Cap; Minister Judith Reese, OFS; SA Fr John Joseph Gonchar, OFM.
Back (l to r)—Treasurer Pat Polachek, OFS; Treasurer Renee Mancini, OFS (founding member),Formation Director Celia
Jayankumar, OFS; Secretary Leona Falso, OFS; Fraternal Visitor Michael Cresanta, OFS; Vice Minister Albert Colcombe, OFS

Great News Padre Pio Fraternity!
Left to Right:

The Rite of Admission was held on December 16, 2017.

Candidate Katy McBee;
Vice Minister Tammy
Deatelhauser, OFS;
Candidate Edie Parsons; Spiritual Assistant
Fr. James Watson, OFM
Cap; Formation Director Dawn Roper, OFS;
and Candidate Joan
Stallings.
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Special points of
interest:


Organized by Josette Baker, OFS,
call her at Our Lady of Grace Parish



Come and share
your love of Sacred
Art



Juror is Linus Meldrum, MFA. He is
an educator, writer
and artist.

9th Summer Seminar for Secular Franciscans
July 12-15, 2018
“Francis the Troubadour: How Can I Keep From Singing?”

Location: Saint Francis University, Loretto, PA
Presenters

Jerry and Cricket Aull, OFS
Jerry and Cricket are in their 46th year of marriage
with six children and eight grandchildren. Both
have degrees in theology, including Jerry’s Doctorate in Ministry. Jerry and Cricket have been
doing Catholic retreats, conferences and parish
missions for over 20 years on customized themes
across the US and Canada.

Bro. Bob Herrick, OFM Cap.
Bro. Bob is a friar of St. Augustine Province, presently
residing at Capuchin College in Washington, DC
Wherever Br. Bob has served music has been a large
part of his ministry, whether as music director in parishes and retreat centers, or as part of his formation
work with the young friars. This year, Br. Bob will
celebrate forty years as a Capuchin friar.

General Information


Register online at: https://my.francis.edu/sfubus/ICFL/ICFLseminar.asp



Or, download printable form at:



RESIDENT registration fee ($230 DB/$290 S) includes residence hall room and all meals.



COMMUTER registration fee ($70) does not include room/meals – meals are paid at the dining hall.



Payment must accompany registration and is NON-REFUNDABLE.



Register before June 1st to receive a $25 discount on the RESIDENT registration fee.



Absolutely no registrations accepted after Monday, June 25th.



Room check-in begins at 12:00 noon, July 12; check out time is 12 noon, July 15.



On-campus shuttle service is provided to/from residence hall, dining hall, and conference center for all attendees.



Transportation to campus from local airports is not provided.



Seminar is endorsed by the National Executive Council of the Secular Franciscan Order – USA.



Questions? Contact Fr. Joe Lehman, TOR, (814) 472-3054 (daytime) or e-mail jlehman@francis.edu

https://my.francis.edu/sfubus/ICFL/seminar%20flyer%202018.pdf

