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NOT  EVEN  J ESUS  FOUND  òTHE  READY .ó 

Jesus called Nathanielé Nathaniel lacked openness. 

 Nathaniel wasnõt ready. 

Jesus called Philipé Philip lacked simplicity. 

 Philip wasnõt ready. 

Jesus called Simon the Zealoté Simon lacked non-violence. 

 Simon wasnõt ready. 

Jesus called Andrewé Andrew lacked a sense of risk. 

 Andrew wasnõt ready. 

Jesus called Thomasé Thomas lacked vision. 

 Thomas wasnõt ready. 

Jesus called Judasé Judas lacked spiritual maturity. 

 Judas was definitely not ready.  

Jesus called Matthewé Matthew lacked a sense of social sin. 

 Matthew wasnõt ready. 

Jesus called Thaddeusé Thaddeus lacked commitment. 

 Thaddeus wasnõt ready. 

Jesus called James the Lesseré James lacked awareness. 

 James wasnõt ready. 

Jesus called James and John, the sons of thunderé  

James and John lacked a sense of servanthood.  

 James and John were not ready  

Jesus called Peter, the Rocké Peter lacked courage. 

 Peter was not ready.  

THE  POINT  IS  THAT  J ESUS  DOESN õT CALL  

THE  READY .   

J ESUS  CALLS  THE  WILLING  



I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every 

prayer for you all ... For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work 

in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  For it is only right for me to feel this 

way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since é in the defense and confirma-

tion of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me. For God is my witness, how I 

long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.  And this I pray, that your love may 

abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may ap-

prove the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of 

Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus 

Christ, to the glory and praise of God.  (Phillipians 1:3 -11) 

One month ago, many of us convened at Kearns Spirituality Center in Allison Park, PA, for our Annual Chapter and (this year) 

our Chapter of Elections.  I was elated to see so many of you come together for this very important event ð and for that, I than k 

you!  I was even more elated to see the outcome of our elections ð and for that, I thank you!   Our national visitor, Joan Geige r, 

OFS extends her gratitude to you also.  About a week after our Chapter was concluded, I received a kind note from her which 

reads, in part:  òJust a little note to thank you and the members of Lady Poverty Region for your warm welcome and gracious 

hospitality at Kearns Spirituality Center on the occasion of your Regional Election.ó  

And now, with grateful hearts and renewed spirits, we look forward to the next three years, as we im-

plement the goals of our new strategic plan for our Region.  This effort will require the participation of 

many of us ð really, all of us ð in order to achieve our vision.  And I, as your grateful minister, espe-

cially look forward to working with every one of you as we go about REBUILDING THE WORLD, 

ONE PERSON AT A TIME!   

Peace and all good  

Thanks be to God!  by Pat Serotkin, OFS  
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Our National Councilor and Elections Presider was Joan Geiger, OFS.  Her opening state-

ment included a òDaily Reflectionó from Miranda Herrera ô16 and was directed toward 

servant leaders.  

 Who would you choose to change the world?  

 Jesus, the Son of God, could have chosen anyone to help proclaim the message of 

salvation and spread the Gospel to all peoples.  He could have chosen kings, scholars, elite 

noblemen, or rabbis ñpeople who had the skills and knowledge to preach and teach and 

the influence to make a significant difference.  

 But he did quite the opposite.  He chose ordinary people with no social ad-

vantages or special education ñtax collectors and fishermen ñto be his closest followers.  

He chose the apostles, not for who they were before, but for what they would become 

through his guidance and the power of the Holy Spirit.  Like the saying goes, òGOD  DOES  

NOT  CALL  THE  QUALIFIED .  GOD  QUALIFIES  THE  CALLED .ó 

 Do you feel called to change the world?  When God calls us to serve, we must not 

think we are unworthy or incapable of making a difference.  Though we think we may not 

have much to offer, we can become an integral part of Jesusõ ministry.  It is not about who 

we are, but who we can become with the help of Jesus Christ.  He takes ordinary people, 

just like us, and uses us for the greatness of His kingdom.  

 Just like Jesus chose the apostles, he chooses each one of us òto be with him and 

to be sent out to proclaim the message.ó  Jesus Christ chooses us every day, but it is our 

decision to follow him.  

  

Are you ready to change the world?  
 

*ÏÁÎ 'ÅÉÇÅÒȟ /&3 



òDivine Mercy-The Second Greatest Story Ever Toldó 
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On June 3rd, as we began gathering at the Kearns Spirituality Center, 

we were graced with a video presentation called òDivine Mercyð The 

Second Greatest Story Ever Toldó.  We watched the first two segments 

and were so very impressed with the message during this Jubilee Year 

of Mercy, that I commend it to every Franciscan.  The videos and the 

following outline was provided by Mary Lou Brown, OFS, it is copied 

here for ease of distribution, so feel free to disseminate it.  

 

Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Divine Mercy  

 

1. A Jubilee Year is held every 50 years.  

2. Pope Francis called this Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Divine 

Mercy even though it hasnõt been 50 years since the last Jubilee 

year. 

3. In the Vatican, there are doors that remain locked until a Jubilee 

Year.  When they are opened, a year of grace is proclaimed.  

4. During this Jubilee Year of Mercy we are to go to confession, receive communion, trust in Jesus, be merciful to others, and 

do works of mercy.  

 

Holy Doors  

 

1. Pilgrimages to the Holy Doors are to be done by all.  

2. We are to pass through the Holy Doors.  

3. Since we live so far from Rome, other churches are designated as Pilgrim sites with a Holy Door.  

4. Check with your local diocese to find the Pilgrimage Holy Door nearest you.  

 

Our Lord appeared to a nun, Sister Faustina , (1905-1938) and told her that he wanted her:  

 

1. To have a picture of Him painted  

2. To proclaim the Sunday after Easter as the Feast of Divine Mercy  

3. To write a diary of the things he would tell her.  

 

At first the Church banned her writings.  (There were errors with the first translation.)  Years later the Church approved he r 

writings.  Pope John Paul II canonized this nun, now known as St. Faustina.  

From the Diary of St. Faustina we came to understand:  

 

1. The Church is now in the òTime of Divine Mercyó 

2. We all have the opportunity to receive many graces.  

3. We need, however, to turn to God daily and pray to Him.  

4. We should pray the chaplet of divine Mercy daily.  

5. Jesus asks us to pray daily at 3 pm because that was the hour of His great passion.  

6. Jesus told St. Faustina that òBefore the Day of Justice, I am sending the Day of Mercyó 

 

The painting of divine Mercy shows Jesus with two rays coming from his heart.  

 

1. The pale ray is water which makes souls righteous.  

2. The red ray is for Blood which is the life of the soul . 

3. These two rays issued forth when my agonized heart was opened by a lance on the cross é 

 

To fittingly observe the Feast of Mercy, we should:  

 

1. Celebrate the Feast of Mercy on the Sunday after Easter.  

2. Sincerely repent of all our sins:  

3. Place our complete trust in Jesus:  

4. Go to confession, preferably before Divine Mercy Sunday;  

5. Venerate the image of Divine Mercy;  

6. Be merciful to others, through our actions, words, and prayers on their behalf  



Lady Poverty Region Spiritual Assistant Fr. Christopher Panagoplos, TOR, 

referred to Fr. Michael Judge, OFM talk about these four attributes when 

he opened the Lady Poverty Regional Chapter of Elections with his reflec-

tion.  He commended those attending for their òyesó and willingness to par-

ticipate in the electoral process, either as a nominee or as a voting minister.   

  In happy moments,  praise God. 

  In difficult moments,  trust God.  

  In prayerful moments,  worship God.  

  In quiet moments,  seek God. 

  And in every moment,  thank God.  

C ARE:  Our natural tendency is to stay warm, and safe, and pure in 

the love and praise of God, rather than get in messy involvement 

with people.  (from the òPeanutsó comic strip- Lucy:  I love humani-

ty (fraternity).  Itõs people (the members) I canõt stand.)  Like St. Peter, we 

can be passionate about faith, and ardently profess our love for Jesus, and 

mean it.  But we are asked to live our faith out loud through direct care for 

others.  Like St. Peter. We are invited by Jesus to a deeper, more demand-

ing love: an unconditional, self -sacrificing love.  Loving Jesus isnõt enough.  

Jesus insists that doing the hard work of caring and tending the fraternity 

demands that we share in the joys and pains of others.  Actively being in-

volved: listening compassionately, being emotionally present.  Jesus lived 

His mission of love.  He shares it with us: òFollow Me.ó  The final song in 

Les Miserables, òTo love another person is to see the face of God.ó 

S HARE:  Sharing with members of the fraternity brings three important gifts: newness, harmony, and mission.  Newness 

always makes us a bit fearful.  We feel more secure when we have everything under control, when we plan and program 

and have our lives in accordance with our own personal ideas, our own comfort, our own preferences.  Get over it!  Unfortunat ely, 

this is also the case when it comes to God.  Yes, we follow Him, we accept Him, but only up to a certain point.  Itõs not easy t o 

abandon ourselves to Him with complete trust, allowing the Holy Spirit to be the soul and guide of our lives in our every dec i-

sion.  Get over it!  Be open to surprises.  Open to the God of surprises.  Step away from being closed and fearful before the  new-

ness of the Holy Spirit.  Ask Him for the courage to venture out along new paths which Godõs newness sets before you.  Drop the 

resistance.  Overcome the barricades!  The Holy Spirit would appear to create disorder, since He brings the diversity of char isms 

and gifts.  Yet all this, by His working, is a great source of wealth.  The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of unity, which does no t m ean 

uniformity, which leads everything back to harmony.  Here, too, when we are the ones who try to create diversity and close ou r-

selves up in what makes us different and other, we bring division.  When we are the ones who want to build unity in accordanc e 

with our human plans, we end up creating uniformity, standardization.  In the presence of the Holy Spirit let us ask ourselve s: 

Am I open to the harmony of the Holy Spirit, overcoming every form of exclusivity?ó  Do I let myself be guided by Him, living in  

fraternity and with the fraternity?  And let us ask ourselves:  Do we stay closed in ourselves, or do we let the Holy Spirit open us 

to mission?  The Holy Spirit is the wind that fills our sails and drives us forward.  The gusts of wind are the gifts of the Spirit.  

Lacking His impulse and His grace, we cannot go forward.  The Holy Spirit draws us in to the mystery of the living God.  The 

Holy Spirit is the soul of mission.  

P RAYER:  From St. Clare herself:  Gaze.  Meditate.  Contemplate.  Imitate.  Clear out the clutter.  Clearing out the unnec-

essary, the non -essentials, is to be emptied, before Christ fills us.  To give up my attachments before I can realize my full 

inheritance as a child of God.  Christian life is about visible presence .  Gaze upon Christ: visually embrace the crucified 

Christ.  Consider Him: how do I participate in His life?  Loving, forgiving, healing?  Contemplate Him: move beyond ourselves , to 

be transformed into similitude.  Imitate Him: become that which we love in reality and action.  Let us see God in all creatio n for 

He invites our participation.  Let us trust that everything we have comes from God and is meant to return to Him, including o ur 

very selves.  In the midst of so much clutter of daily duties, how can I make silent space for what is holy?  

Care, Share, Prayer, Dare original talk by Fr. Michael Judge, OFM  

Page 4 La Pobrecita 



Page 5 Volume 19, Issue 3 

A time for new growth  

D ARE:  There comes a momentéwhen God seems to have the upper hand.  Yes, we will have many weak moments when we will long for the good old days, when it will seem to us that we could love God better if our relationship with 

Him were as it once was, when God pulled us along by adapting to our own ideas.  But God in His love will not comply.  This i s 

the truth.  Really and truly.  Anyone who has the faintest idea of what it actually means to die to oneself knows that it tak es 

place with terrible agonies.  No wonder, then, we donõt want to get involved in serving the fraternity.  It can no longer be our 

idea of love, but what Godõs idea of love is.  Placing others before ourselves is seeing God face-to-face.  God is still infinit e.  Infi-

nite Love.  Because God is Love.  Let us hold fast to this: that it is out of infinite love that God performs this excruciati ng pain-

ful operation.  Painful, yes.  All the more necessary.  There comes a moment.  To place ourselves in the presence of Mystery,  th e 

Paschal Mystery: living, dying, and living as a new creation.  We will hear voices creeping into our heads tempting us to fin d 

logical and quick answers to everything.  Many times we are left unsatisfied.  At what point does logic end and our surrender  to 

the Mystery of God begin?  How do we daily surrender to the Paschal Mystery that has already been revealed to us in Christ 

Jesus?  Our lived responses are found in our Rule and Constitutions.  

#4  do I daily direct my life using Scripture and the teaching of Jesus?  

#5  is Christ the center and meaning of everything?  How do I apply this to everyday life?  

#6  how do I commit myself to òrebuild the Church?ó  Do I cooperate on social justice issues? 

#7  do I conform my thoughts and actions to those of Christ by the radical interior change which the Gospel calls òconversion.ó 

#8  in my daily prayers, do I follow the expectation of the Church that my prayer is individual, communal, liturgical?  

#9  do I imitate Maryõs complete self-giving in her openness to Godõs word and call? 

#10  do I faithfully fulfill the duties proper to my circumstances in life?  

#11  do I seek the proper spirit of detachment from every tendency of yearning for possessions and power?  

#12  do I have the purity of heart necessary to set myself  free to love God and my brothers and sisters?  

#13  do I accept people with differing personalities and of diverse cultural backgrounds as Godõs gift and an image of Christ? 

#14  do I exercise my responsibilities competently in the Christian spirit of service?  Do I responsibly fulfill the needs in  my fra-

ternity?  

#15  how does the testimony of my life put me in the forefront of promoting justice?  

#16  do I tolerate or esteem work as a right and as a sharing in creation, redemption, and service of the human community?  

#17  do I cultivate the Franciscan spirit of peace, fidelity and respect for all life in my family, community, and fraternity ? 

#18  do I respect all creatures, animate and inanimate, òas bearing the imprint of the Most High,ó and see them as brothers and 

sisters? 

#19  using the òPeace Prayeró as a guide, how do I behave as a peace-maker?  Am I a bearer of peace and messenger of perfect 

joy in every circumstance?  

 

F r. Chris summed up the Rule #4 ñ #19 in our Profession and Confirmation we say òYESó to a Christ centered life in a 

visible way.  We are brothers and sisters of penance through ongoing conversion.  How do we DARE?  Daily, directly, 

Christ centered lives, commit ourselves to the Church in this Jubilee Year of Mercy.  In 1216 (800 years ago), Pope Honorius 

granted the Assisi Pardon as a perpetual indulgence for all Franciscans, then and ad infinitum.   The day of the Regional Ele c-

tion was the Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Fr. Chris encouraged us to imitate Mary.  
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After the approval of this new 

òStrategic Planó we were given a òState 

of the Region Financial Report.ó  The 

good news is that we were within budg-

et and there will be no increase in FAIR  

SHARE . 

Plans for next years annual Regional 

Gathering will be a Retreat at Villa 

Maria June 9 -11, 2017.  It will be a 

FUN year with no visitation or election, 

just a wonderful RETREAT.  Start sav-

ing your pennies now so you can attend.  

§ Improve communications  

You may see a redundancy in the points 

of discussion, however, they are broken 

down still farther to provide realistic 

and encouraging methodology.  The key 

to the success of any program, most 

especially our fraternal bond, is to have 

such clear cut definitions and processes 

available to everyone, from the new 

inquirers all the way up to the National 

and International Executive Councils.  

All Ministers were provided a copy of 

this new and detailed Strategic Plan at 

the Chapter of Elections.  The key to its 

successful implementation will fall on 

the shoulders of every Franciscan in 

Lady Poverty Region.  There is some-

thing for everyone, and not everyone 

will be able to use all the elements, but 

by prayerfully studying and getting to 

know it for yourselves, you will find a 

way to make it work in your own niche.  

After the roll call and approval of the 

minutes from last REC meeting, Pat re -

introduced the òStrategic Planó phase 

two.  As you may remember from last 

year there are four pillars to strengthen 

the formation process.  This year the 

REC rolled out òthe rest of the story,ó 

by spelling out the òhow to do itó steps 

within each element.  For instance, un-

der òServant Leadership,ó we now have 

the tools to:  

§ Develop leadership programming  

§ Mentor new leaders  

§ Strengthen formation programs  

§ Revitalize formation teams  

§ Improve communications  

Under òApostolic Service,ó we now 

have: 

§ Strengthen Clusters  

§ Strengthen JPIC & Youth Commis-

sions 

§ Mentor new leaders  

§ Strengthen formation programs  

§ Improve communications  

Under òFraternal Life,ó we now have: 

§ Strengthen finances  

§ Strengthen spiritual assistance  

§ Ensure up -to-date visitations and 

elections 

§ Strengthen formation programs  

§ Revitalize formation teams  

§ Improve communications  

And finally under òFranciscan Identi-

ty,ó we now have 

§ Promote regional and national 

events such as retreats, the òQó, 

and the Summer Seminar for OFS  

§ Encourage and strengthen local 

fraternities to increase vocations, 

resulting in decreased deactiva-

tions  

§ Strengthen formation programs  

Communication Skills   

òFair Shareó to remain at 

current rate of  

$45 per member 



This council consists of Fr. Leonard 

Cornelius, OFM, Fr. Christopher 

Panagoplos, TOR, and Fr. Reginald 

Russo, OFM Cap.   

Fr. Leonard was first 

up and noted visita-

tions he has attend-

ed.  He sees a need 

to strengthen Ongo-

ing Formation by 

making it more per-

sonal, more faith 

sharing with more 

vibrant participation.  He encourages 

us all to make sure topics are Francis-

can, cover the Blessed Virgin Mary and 

always relate to St. Francis and St. 

Clare.  He says that the òJourneyó is ok 

for Initial Formation, but Ongoing For-

mation needs to apply to our lives, in 

the here and now.  Fr. Leonard encour-

ages òApostolic Activityó by sharing in 

the life of the local parishes by moving 

out into the world and bring St. Francis 

to life.  He noticed many lectors, Eucha-

ristic ministers, Pro -Lifers, and soup 

kitchens being supported by Francis-

cans.  Fr. Leonard closed by asking us 

to wear our òTAUó cross, pray the litur-

gy of the hours, and be visible in our 

local parishes.  

Next Fr. Reggie em-

phasized the points 

made by Fr. Leonard 

and agreed that On-

going Formation is 

not Religious Ed or 

RCIA.  He reiterated 

the need for empha-

sis on Franciscanism.  

Pope Francisõ Apostolic Exhortations 

can help us connect to St. Francis, per-

sonally.  He emphatically stated that to 

be a Secular Franciscan is not a òClubó 

that you can join, then ignore.  Being 

òFranciscanó is a Way of Life, that pro-

fession to follow Jesus Christ in the 

mind of Francis is more like a marriage 

than it is a wedding ceremony.  Com-

mitment to this way of life is not just a 

òbusiness meeting,ó we should be fed 

nourishing love of Jesus and Francis.  

His parting words were: Share, Dia-

logue, and Participate.  

Fr. Chris took a 

turn and offered 

more advice for On-

going Formation.  

He says òYou donõt 

have to use a book 

from cover to cover. 

Mix it up, spice it 

up and above all òI NSPIRE .ó    He dis-

cussed the 800th Anniversary of the 

òAssisi Pardonó on August 2nd.  St. 

Francis wanted to make sure that we 

were all saved, hence the òIndulgenced 

Pardon for Sinó.  Fr. encouraged us to 

plan to celebrate it locally.  He calls us 

òBrothers and Sisters of Penanceó be-

cause of our ongoing conversion and 

radical changes.  By our Profession we 

are saying that we want to continue our 

conversion with a òright attitudeó of 

service.   

Council of Regional Spiritual Assistants Report  

òAspire to Inspire before you 

Expireó 
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Renewal of Commitment to Franciscan Life  

All praise be yours, Lord  

For all creation gives you glory.  

All praise be yours, O lord,  

For all good comes from you.  

All praise be yours, O Lord,  

For you call us to the life  

of your Risen son  

Today, we your sons and daughters  

Re-dedicate ourselves  

to the call you have given us.  

We renew and profess our commitment  

to a Gospel vision of life.  

Handed on to us by our Father, Francis,  

And our Mother, Clare.  

And we ask your help  

to continue to live the life of the Gospel,  

with obedience to your Spirit  

And your Church,  

With poverty that imitates the life  

Of your Son  

And his most holy Mother,  

And with chastity that frees us to love you  

And all your people with unmeasured love.  

All praise be yours, O Lord  

Recommitment Ceremony  
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òWhoever observes these things, let him be blessed 

in heaven with the blessing of the Most High.ó 

Testament of St. Francis  

 

òBe eager to observe what you have promised the 

Lord.ó 

Blessing of St. Clare  
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